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for instance to unlearn that cloth woven in Dacca from foreign
yarn is swadeshi.
OF STRIKES
The Assam-Bengal Railway and the steamer strikes were out
of the ordinary, the first attempt, as I have found, to have strikes
out of sympathy for those outside labour unions.   The strikes were
therefore sympathetic, humanitarian or political.  I had the pleasure
of meeting the   strikers all over  the railway line,   but  specially
at Gauhati,   Chittagong  and   Barisal.   Having   talked   to   them
freely, I have come to the conclusion, that the people did not fully
realize the cost of their undertaking.   But having embarked on the
strike,  they have endeavoured to suffer the consequences.   It is
always dangerous and uncharitable for an outsider to say, what
he would have done if he had the handling of a situation.   But
if one may hazard an opinion, I think that the labourers were not
ready for a philanthropic strike.   In my opinion the labourers and
artisans of India have not yet arrived at that degree of national
consciousness, which is necessary for successful sympathetic strikes.
The fault is ours.   We, who have interested ourselves in national
service, have not until recently studied the wants and aspirations
of these classes, nor taken the trouble of informing them of the
political situation.   We have hitherto believed, that only those who
had passed through high schools and colleges were fit to take part
in national work.   It is hardly  therefore  proper to expect the
labouring and the artisan class all of a sudden to appreciate, and
sacrifice themselves for, interests outside their own.     We may not
exploit them for political or any other ends.   The best service we
can render them and take from them at the present stage is to
teach them self-help, to give them an idea of their own duties and
rights, and put them in a position to secure redress of their own
just grievances.   Then and not till then are they ready for political,
national or humanitarian service.
Any premature precipitation of sympathetic strikes must
therefore result in infinite harm to our cause. In the programme
of non-violence, we must rigidly exclude the idea of gaining any-
thing by embarrassing the Government. If <our activity is pure
and that of the Government impure, the latter is embarrassed by
our purity, if it does not itself become pure. Thus, a movement of
purification benefits both parties. Whereas a movement of mere
destruction leaves the destroyer unpurified, and brings him down
to the level of those whom he seeks to destroy.
Even our sympathetic strikes therefore have to be strikes of